BUILDING THE U. S. A.


IMMIGRATION'S IMPACT IN THE UNITED STATES


The opportunity to directly transfer a skill into the American economy was great for newcomers prior to the 1880s.  "Coal-mining and steel-producing companies in the East, railroads, gold- and silver-mining interests in the West, and textile mills in New England all sought a variety of ethnic groups as potential sources of inexpensive labor."
  Because immigrants were eager to work, they contributed to the wealth of the growing nation.  During the 1830s, American textile mills welcomed hand-loom weavers from England and North Ireland whose jobs had been displaced by power looms.  It was this migration that established the fine-cotton-goods trade of Philadelphia.  "Nearly the entire English silk industry migrated to America after the Civil War, when high American tariffs allowed the industry to prosper on this side of the Atlantic."


Whether immigrants were recruited directly for their abilities or followed existing networks into unskilled jobs, they inevitably moved within groups of friends and relatives and worked and lived in clusters.


As the Industrial Revolution progressed, immigrants were enticed to come to the United States through the mills and factories who sent representatives overseas to secure cheap labor.  An example was the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, located along the banks of the Merrimack River in Manchester, New Hampshire.  In the 1870s, the Amoskeag Company recruited women from Scotland who were expert gingham weavers.  Agreements were set specifying a fixed period of time during which employees would guarantee to work for the company.


In the 1820s, Irish immigrants did most of the hard work in building the canals in the United States.  In fact, Irish immigrants played a large role in building the Erie Canal.  American contractors encouraged Irish immigrants to come to the United States to work on the roads, canals, and railroads, and manufacturers lured them into the new mills and factories.


"Most German immigrants settled in the middle western states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Missouri."
  With encouragement to move west from the Homestead Act of 1862, which offered public land free to immigrants who intended to become citizens, German immigrants comprised a large portion of the pioneers moving west. "They were masterful farmers and they built prosperous farms."



�E. Allen Richardson, Strangers in This Land (New York:  The Pilgrim Press, 1988), 67.


�John Bodnar, The Transplanted (Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, 1985), 54.


�Bodnar, 72.


�David A. Gerber, The Making of An American Pluralism (Chicago:  University of Illinois, 1989), 124.


�Bodnar,  86.





page  
II

